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Economies (ADB Members + Russia 

and Iran )

Urban Centers (412 Asia-Pacific, 48 

International)

Urban Centers with a detailed 

review

52 

460

47
* To be increased to 50

• Caters to various stakeholder groups

• Flexible approach towards indicator inclusion

• Multi-scalar data

• Wide range of indicator sources

• Includes policies and measures

• Includes relevant sectors outside transport

asiantransportobservatory.org
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This report tracks measurable progress 

in sustainable transport across the 

region, benchmarking it against global 

trends. It provides a critical foundation 

for advancing the 2030 SDG Agenda 

and the upcoming UN Decade of 

Sustainable Transport (2026-2035)

The paper outlines key 

considerations for designing a 

future monitoring framework for 

the UN Decade of Sustainable 

Transport, drawing from past UN 

Decades, regional initiatives and 

ongoing data initiatives

https://asiantransportobservatory.org/analytical-outputs/sdg-and-decade-of-action-2025/


Transport as a Red Thread
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United Nations Decade of Sustainable
Transport 2026 – 2035

Draft implementation plan thematic areas:

• Ensure access to sustainable transport for all

• Advance low-carbon, resilient and environmentally sound transport systems 

• Enhance efficiency and promote sustainable connectivity and logistics

• Shape people-centred urban mobility and liveable cities 

• Make transport safe and secure

• Leverage Science, Technology and Innovation for sustainable transport
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1. Ensure access to sustainable 

transport for all



Urbanization
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Source: Own analysis and visualization based on data from Melchiorri et al. (2024) 



Access to Transport
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Rural population without access to all-season roads, 2022
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50%

Own analysis based on Socioeconomic Data and Applications Center (2023b) 



Public Transport Access in Asian Cities
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Source: Visualization by the Asian Transport Outlook (ATO) using data from CIESIN Columbia University (2023)

This area represents >50% of all the Asian cities in the sample. It means 

that more than half of the cities have at least ¾ of their populations not 

have proper access to public transport.

Only 17% of the cities in Asia have at least half of their population having 

proper access to public transport services
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Quezon City Baguio City Iloilo City
Batangas City



Access to Medical Facilities - Pharmacy

11Own analysis based on EU JRC estimates (GHS)



Access to Facilities
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30%

30%

40%

37%

12%
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 Healthcare facilities

 Community spaces

 Educational facilities

 Food and dining services

 Leisure and cultural facilities

Share of population with access within a 15 min walk – 
Port Moresby

Source: Nicoletti et al., 2023
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2. Advance low-carbon, 

resilient and environmentally 

sound transport systems 



Domestic Transport Emissions
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Source: ATO visualization based on data from Crippa et al. (2023)
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Share of Domestic Transport in Total GHG 

Emissions and GDP per Capita
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Urban Population Exposure to Hazards
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 -  500  1,000

People exposed to 100 years return period floods 1975

People exposed to 100 years return period floods 2025

Population exposed to coastal floods with a return period of 100
years 1975

Population exposed to coastal floods with a return period of 100
years 2025

Population living in LECZ (5m) 1975

Population living in LECZ (5m) 2025

Millions

Asia-Pacific (ATO)

Northern America

Latin America and the Caribbean

Sub-Saharan Africa

Europe

Northern Africa

Asia - (non-ATO)

Note: LECZ = Low elevation coastal zones

Source: Own analysis and visualisation based on data from Melchiorri et al. (2024)



Climate finance in the transport sector of Asia-Pacific
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Source: Own visualization based on data from Buchner et al. (2023)
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EMISSION STANDARDS FUEL SULFUR CONTENT
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3. Enhance efficiency and 

promote sustainable 

connectivity and logistics



Motorization
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Source: ATO analysis and visualization based on official country statistics

Motorization rate per thousand population, 2000-2022



Energy Consumption Intensity
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Division (2024) and World Bank (2023)



3. Improving Connectivity and Freight
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4. Shape people-centred urban 

mobility and liveable cities 



5. People-Centered Urban Mobility and Livable Cities
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5. Make Transport Safe and 

Secure



Road Safety Policy Landscape
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Falling short from the target
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6. Making Transport Safe and Secure
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Road crash fatality rate, 2010-2021

Source: Own analysis and visualization based on data from WHO (2023)

Number of deaths due to transport-related disaster events

Own visualization based on data from Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (2025).
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6. Leveraging on Science, 

Technology and Innovation
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“ATO translates data into 

insights, policies, and 

investments” 

ATO Team

Jamie Leather

Andres Pizarro

Manuel Benard

Alvin Mejia

Sudhir Gota

Mel Francis Eden

Adwait Limaye

Benjamin Soco
 

asiantransportobservatory.org

info@asiantransportobservatory.org

jleather@adb.org

andres.pizarro@aiib.org

manuel.benard@aiib.org

alvinmejia@asiantransportobservatory.org

sudhirgota@asiantransportobservatory.org

meleden@asiantransportobservatory.org

adwait@asiantransportobservatory.org

benjaminsoco@asiantransportobservatory.org

X: @transportATO 

Linkedin: bit.ly/ATOlinkedin
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alvin.mejia@asiantransportobservatory.org
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