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Lessons & Lemons from Past Transport Data Initiatives 
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Between 2000 to 2020, Asia’s transport 

infrastructure investment was about 750 

billion USD annually

Between 2020-2035, the requirement is 

about 2.7 trillion USD annually



Asian Transport Observatory
Strengthening the knowledge base of transport in Asia-Pacific

A leading platform that gathers and shares comprehensive datasets, generate unique policy insights, and
delivers novel knowledge products rooted in groundbreaking analysis.
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asiantransportobservatory.org



Economies (ADB Members + Russia and 

Iran )

Urban Centers (412 Asia-Pacific, 48 

International)

Urban Centers with a detailed data

Indicators

Data points

Policy documents

Extracted policy measures

52

460

51

700

430k

1.2k

12k

Asian Transport Observatory (ATO)
A Catalyst for Sustainable Transport in Asia
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Support the 
planning and 
delivery of 

Transport related 
assistance by the 

ADB & AIIB

Support 
Transport 

Policy 
Making in 

Asia

Tracking Global 
Agreements on 

SDG, Paris  
Agrement, UN 

Decade of 
Sustainable 

Transport, Aichi 
2030 Declaration

Brainstorming

2019 – 2020 

Phase 1

November 2020 
– May 2021

Interim Phase

June 2021 –
October 2021

Phase 2

November 2021 
– November 
2022

Phase 3

March 2023 –
November 2024

Phase 3.5

December 2024 -
present



5

What makes ATO unique?

Multiple Sources 
for single 
indicator

Multiple 
Dimensions & 

Modes 

Data and 
Policy

Historical & 
Outlook

Tracking 
Instrument for 
SDG/PA/Aichi 

Declaration

Incremental 
Approach

Partnerships On-demand 
Research



ATO Knowledge Products

6

Rail Profiles

(4 countries)

SDG Profiles

(39 countries)

Transport Climate Profiles

(24 countries)

Road Safety Profiles

(24 countries)

E-mobility Profiles

(10 countries)

Green Roads Profiles

(23 countries)

Gender Profiles

(20 countries)



ATO Insights: Interactive visualisations
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ATO and the ADB knowledge management circle
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Source: ADB Knowledge Management Action Plan 2021-2025



ATO usage in ADB

Sector work:

Country Diagnostics

Paris Agreement Alignment:

Transport Decarbonisation 

Profiles

ADB Key 

IndicatorsADO 2023 

Background 

Paper

ADB Transport 

strategy

ADB E-

mobility 

platform

APRSO Road Safety

COVID 

Guidance

Update of 

CARFEC 

Strategy 2030

ADB Green Roads 2025 Gender Equality 

in Transport Toolkit

• Regional 

Implementing the E-

Mobility Program 

TA

• Low Emissions Zone 

TA

• Transport Genie

• DigiKM

• Maritime 

decarbonization 

initiative

• Bespoke requests 

(113 outputs 

forADB)



Partnerships
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Data Sharing

• IRF

• ITEM

• TDCI

• ADB Statistics

Policy

•UNCRD

•UNESCAP Working Groups 
(rail, road)

Railways

•UNESCAP - ASEAN

•UIC

Roads

•ADB’s Green Roads Toolkit

•IRF

Climate Change

•SLOCAT

•UNESCAP

•UK FCDO

•Climate Compatible 
Growth

Electric Vehicles

•ADB-GEF EV Platform

•UEMI

Road Safety

• Asia-Pacific Road Transport 
Observatory

Freight

• UNCTAD

• Smart Freight Center

Climate Resilience

• Life Links Council

Air Pollution

• Clean Air Asia

Urban Transport

• Mobilize Your City

• ITDP

Sub Regional/ 
Country

• World Bank

• MTI (Indonesia)

• SOTEN (Nepal)
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~240 reports, journal articles, news articles, multi-media citations in current Phase



Outreach
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Current Phase

>80 events

>5,800 participants



asiantransportobservatory.org
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“ATO translates data into 

insights, policies, and 

investments” 

ATO Team

Jamie Leather

Andres Pizarro

Manuel Benard

Alvin Mejia

Sudhir Gota

Mel Francis Eden

Adwait Limaye

Benjamin Soco

asiantransportobservatory.org

info@asiantransportobservatory.org

jleather@adb.org

andres.pizarro@aiib.org

manuel.benard@aiib.org

alvinmejia@asiantransportobservatory.org

sudhirgota@asiantransportobservatory.org

meleden@asiantransportobservatory.org

adwait@asiantransportobservatory.org

benjaminsoco@asiantransportobservatory.org

X: @transportATO 

LinkedIn: bit.ly/ATOlinkedin
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Check out the ATO Profiles!
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Transport Sector Profiles Transport and Climate 

Profiles

E-mobility Profiles

Green Roads Profiles Rail sector Profiles Road Safety Profiles Gender in mobility Profiles

Urban transport Profiles


