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Support the 
planning and 
delivery of 

Transport related 
assistance by the 
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Asia
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asiantransportoutlook.com

The Asian Transport Outlook (ATO) is an ADB-led initiative promoting sustainable transport in Asia. 

With comprehensive databases covering national, urban, and project-level data, ATO informs 

investment and policy decisions. It supports ADB and AIIB in aligning infrastructure with sustainability 

goals, monitors progress on the Aichi 2030 Declaration, and fosters collaborations with local and 

international organizations to enhance knowledge and capacity in the transport sector.

November 2024 
– October 2025
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The Transport Sector and SDGs in Asia





Employment in the Transport Sector in Asia and the Pacific
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Source: ATO visualization based on the data from ILO
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Female Employment in the Transport Sector
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Transport Sector's Economic Impact 

10
Source: ATO visualization based on the data from UN
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Bridging the Gap: Road Infrastructure & Sustainable 
Development in Asia
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Global: 11.1

Asia : 9.8



Asia's Motorization Boom: Outpacing 
Infrastructure
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Bridging the Gap: Railway Infrastructure & 
Sustainable Development in Asia
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Logistics Performance Index
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1.8 billion people in the Asia-Pacific region lack access to 
transport infrastructure

Source: ATO visualization based on the data from 

SDSN, UN Habitat
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Urban Access

Source: ATO Visualization based on CIESIN data
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Gridlocked: Asia's Bus Crisis
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Transport Energy Consumption 
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Transport Energy Consumption By Fuel and Mode

Source: ATO visualization based on data from UN
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Decarbonising Electricity Grid
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Source: ATO visualization using data from EMBER
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Increasing Fossil Fuel Subsidies
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Asia's Transport Emissions: Growth Amidst Global Trends
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Multi-Hazard Expected Annual Damages to Transport Surface 
Infrastructure
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Transport air pollutant emissions

32

Source: ATO (EDGAR)
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Road crash fatalities

Source: ATO visualization based on 

data from WHO
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1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 16 17

Tajikistan 39% 2% 84% 0% 6% 29% 82% 80% 96% 22% 55% 6% 16% 18%

Azerbaijan 16% 0% 96% 0% 1% 39% 70% 70% 90% 28% 42% 1% 16% 12%

Pakistan 12% 1% 91% 2% 3% 27% 66% 69% 83% 18% 50% 3% 23% 25%

Uzbekistan 14% 1% 85% 0% 3% 41% 63% 66% 96% 22% 55% 3% 15% 13%

Kyrgyz Republic 36% 2% 93% 0% 2% 38% 79% 83% 100% 29% 45% 2% 21% 10%

Kazakhstan 13% 0% 96% 0% 0% 24% 46% 41% 65% 20% 33% 0% 28% 20%

Mongolia 21% 2% 86% 0% 12% 35% 62% 65% 87% 30% 52% 12% 14% 20%

Papua New Guinea 37% 3% 68% 1% 7% 36% 69% 69% 92% 23% 72% 7% 31% 23%

Solomon Islands 35% 5% 76% 1% 16% 29% 68% 66% 98% 21% 68% 16% 17% 17%

Vanuatu 49% 0% 75% 1% 15% 36% 68% 69% 97% 24% 75% 15% 23% 29%

Marshall Islands 15% 0% 86% 0% 5% 37% 43% 51% 94% 21% 48% 5% 10% 6%

Sri Lanka 29% 3% 85% 1% 11% 23% 77% 77% 95% 19% 56% 11% 22% 18%

Bangladesh 17% 2% 79% 2% 6% 33% 64% 58% 88% 23% 41% 6% 10% 15%

Bhutan 22% 1% 84% 4% 0% 30% 67% 64% 87% 25% 52% 0% 22% 20%

Maldives 25% 1% 87% 4% 14% 28% 59% 57% 89% 20% 63% 14% 27% 25%

Nepal 31% 2% 93% 1% 1% 25% 77% 76% 88% 16% 57% 1% 28% 23%

Myanmar 42% 15% 75% 0% 5% 28% 75% 68% 90% 39% 62% 5% 14% 18%

Viet Nam 28% 1% 91% 1% 17% 31% 72% 73% 91% 18% 51% 17% 18% 19%

Cambodia 25% 1% 86% 1% 7% 32% 58% 57% 89% 25% 67% 7% 20% 16%

Timor-Leste 41% 9% 73% 0% 5% 19% 71% 69% 94% 13% 65% 5% 25% 23%

Lao People's Democratic 

Republic 21% 1% 90% 1% 23% 30% 65% 65% 74% 16% 49% 23% 21% 21%

Indonesia 29% 0% 83% 0% 10% 28% 70% 68% 97% 14% 57% 10% 18% 16%

Thailand 13% 1% 85% 0% 8% 26% 55% 56% 90% 17% 52% 8% 25% 17%

Malaysia 15% 2% 89% 0% 3% 31% 64% 64% 88% 17% 53% 3% 24% 20%

Philippines 14% 0% 93% 1% 10% 27% 56% 56% 85% 11% 57% 10% 23% 17%

Country wise coverage of the SDGs
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Key Insights

• Employment: The transport sector is a significant and growing source of employment in Asia, outpacing other 

sectors.

• Economic Contribution: Transport contributes substantially to Asia's GDP, but growth has slowed down since 2015.

• Infrastructure: Asia's road and rail infrastructure development has progressed but remains inadequate compared 

to developed regions. Growth rates have slowed since adopting the SDGs.

• Logistics and Connectivity: Global logistics performance has improved, with Asia leading in the percentage of 

countries showing progress. Asia also boasts superior liner shipping connectivity.

• Access : Urban and Rural access presents a 1.8 billion challenge. 

• Energy : Transport energy consumption growth has slowed post-SDGs, and energy intensity has improved. The 

adoption of renewable energy in transport is increasing but remains low. Electric mobility adoption is growing 

rapidly, but the high carbon intensity of electricity grids in Asia poses a challenge.

• Subsidies and Finance: Fossil fuel subsidies in transport declined initially after SDG adoption but saw a sharp 

increase in 2022. Policymakers have, however, made progress in reducing transport's share of total subsidies. 

• Environmental Impacts: Transport contributes to CO2 emissions and air pollution. While road transport emissions 

have declined due to improved vehicle standards, emissions from other modes are on the rise. 

• Climate hazards pose a significant financial risk to transport infrastructure.

• Safety and Policy: Progress on reducing road crash fatalities has slowed down since the SDGs. There's a growing 

recognition of the need to align transport policies with climate and sustainability goals. 
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